[Increasing inequality in health care by separating medical indication from financial responsibility].
Guidelines for clinical practice have as their primary aim to improve that practice. However, the increasing flow of medical technology threatens to exhaust the financial reserves. There is now an undeniable conflict between what can be done and what can be paid for. This leads to a conflict between the responsibility of the caregiver for the individual patient and for society. Either available care is denied or health insurance is ruined. This inevitably leads to increasing inequality: only the better off can afford a therapy which is effective but not efficient. The individuals right to health care can never entirely be reconciled with the societal imperative for a more just distribution of financial resources. Guidelines which are a result of a bargain between all stakeholders are therefore more just: they are a compromise between the rights of the individual and those of the society. The legal status of guidelines should be reinforced.